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In late August, military prosecutors arrested two Army generals on charges of drug trafficking.
Sources for the Secretaria de Defensa Nacional (SEDENA) said the two officers, retired Gen.
Francisco Quiros Hermosillo and active Brig. Gen. Mario Arturo Acosta Chaparro, are accused of
aiding the drug- trafficking operations of the cartel created by the late Amado Carrillo Fuentes.
SEDENA has also charged Quiros with several counts of attempted bribery. Carrillo, who ran the
drug organization known as the Juarez Cartel, died during surgery in a hospital in Mexico City in
1997 (see SourceMex, 1997-07-16).
Even with Carrillo's death, the Juarez Cartel remains one of the most powerful drug-trafficking
organizations in Mexico. Chief Military Prosecutor Rafael Macedo de la Concha said SEDENA had
begun to investigate the activities of Quiros and Acosta in 1998, but until now lacked sufficient
evidence to detain them.
Authorities were finally able to move against the pair after key witnesses offered conclusive
evidence that Acosta and Quiros collaborated with the Juarez Cartel, said Macedo. The key
witnesses were Adrian Carrera, former chief of the federal police (Policia Judicial Federal, PJF), and
Carlos Colon, once Carrillo's chief financial officer. Both men are under "protected status."
Macedo said important evidence against Quiros and Acosta also surfaced during the high-profile
investigation of alleged mass-grave sites in Ciudad Juarez last year. Initial reports suggested
as many as 100 victims of Carrillo's organization were buried in clandestine graves in Juarez.
Authorities found only eight bodies (see SourceMex, 1999-12-15).
Quiros and Acosta are the latest high-ranking officers implicated in the drug trade. In the most
prominent case, Gen. Jesus Gutierrez Rebollo and two aides were arrested in 1997 on charges of
accepting bribes for protecting Carrillo Flores and other cartel members. At that time, Rebollo
headed Mexico's drug-enforcement agency (see SourceMex, 1997-02-26).
Defense Secretariat investigates others Macedo said SEDENA has open investigations against 45
other members of the military for their connections with drug traffickers. He said more arrests
could be announced in the coming weeks. "This is a very regrettable and difficult development,"
said Macedo, referring to the detention of Quiros and Acosta. "But we will continue to conduct an
exhaustive investigation."
The daily newspaper Excelsior reported that military and civilian authorities have tried 47 active
members of the military on drug-trafficking charges since the 1960s, when the Army and Navy were
brought into anti-narcotics operations. But the newspaper said the number of arrests, obtained from
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 3

LADB Article Id: 53732
ISSN: 1054-8890

SEDENA statistics, is "conservative" because at least another 100 military deserters are thought to
be collaborating with drug traffickers. Quiros and Acosta, who are being held in a military prison,
have made few public statements.
But in an exclusive interview with the weekly news magazine Milenio, Quiros proclaimed his
innocence and denied ever having had any dealings with Carrillo Fuentes or his organization. "I am
in jail because of false declarations," Quiros told Milenio.
Quiros said he did not think his detention was politically motivated. "Someone is trying to discredit
the Mexican Army," he said. "I don't know their motives." In addition to the connections with drug
traffickers, Quiros and Acosta have been accused of human rights violations during a crackdown
against suspected guerrilla groups in Guerrero state during the 1960s and 1970s.
The strongest charges have been levied against Acosta, who is said to have directed operations that
resulted in the disappearance, assassination, torture, and illegal detention of at least 500 individuals
suspected of links to the Ejercito Popular Revolucionario (EPR) and the Ejercito Revolucionario
del Pueblo Insurgente (EPRI). Rosario Ibarra de Piedra, director of the human rights organization
Eureka, said the arrest of the two generals gives her group and others a chance to press their case to
the Comision Nacional de Derechos Humanos (CNDH). "We have heard from individuals who were
detained, kidnapped, and tortured on orders of
Acosta Chaparro and Quiros Hermosillo," said Ibarra. "We have the testimony in writing and
also from declarations before the Procuraduria General de la Republica (PGR)." The allegations of
corruption among military personnel involved in the government's anti-drug efforts have prompted
President-elect Vicente Fox to propose transferring this function entirely to a civilian police force
(see SourceMex, 2000-08-09).
Fox's plan has been criticized by some politicians and members of the military who contend that
removing the armed forces from the drug war would leave Mexico vulnerable since the country does
not have an adequately trained civilian force to take over this role. Fox advisers counter that drug
trafficking does not represent a national-security problem, but is rather a crime problem that should
be addressed by a properly trained police force.

Military seeks to continue role in anti-drug efforts
Gen. Carlos Gaytan Ochoa, one of the officers in charge of the military's anti-drug efforts, said the
government must keep the military involved in anti-drug efforts or face the consequences. "We
have to ensure that we do not lose control of this threat," Gaytan recently told reporters. "If we are
unable to keep it under control, others will gain a foothold."
The involvement of the military in anti-drug efforts has grown significantly during President
Ernesto Zedillo's administration. The weekly news magazine Proceso reported that Defense
Secretary Enrique Cervantes relies on 25,000 soldiers and sailors daily for various anti-drug
operations throughout the country. "No other defense secretary has counted on such large military
contingents to fight drug traffickers," the magazine said. "Paradoxically, no other military command
has faced so many charges of corruption and ties to drug cartels." Cervantes has been accused of
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laundering drug profits, although no proof has ever been produced. A report published in 1999
said Cervantes' name surfaced in connection with the controversial Casablanca Operation (see
SourceMex, 1999-03-17).
The three-year investigation discovered that several Mexican banks and other financial institutions
in Latin America were used by drug dealers to launder profits that could total US$157 million (see
SourceMex, 1997-05-27).
Some critics contend the arrest of Quiros and Acosta is another attempt by the Zedillo
administration to appease US President Bill Clinton's administration and the US Congress
a few months before the annual drug-certification process. But US officials deny the Clinton
administration played any role in the arrest of the two generals. "[This charge] is absurd because the
Mexican government had already compiled sufficient evidence to bring them to trial," said Jeffrey
Davidow, US ambassador to Mexico. He said the Mexican courts will ultimately decide whether
Quiros and Acosta are guilty.

US Congress may exempt Mexico from certification in 2001
Still, there is sufficient reason for critics to suspect a connection between the arrest of the two
generals and developments in the US. Just a week after Quiros and Acosta were detained, several
US senators introduced a bipartisan initiative to exempt Mexico from the annual drug-certification
process in 2001. The measure is sponsored by Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), Christopher Dodd (D-CT),
Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX), and Pete Domenici (R-NM). The Senate was unable to push through a
similar bill last year to remove Mexico from the certification process (see SourceMex, 1999-03-17).
Feinstein, who opposed the 1999 initiative, has put her full support behind this year's resolution,
saying the measure is "an experiment" to see if the US and Mexican governments can engage in
more productive bilateral anti-drug efforts if the bitter debate over certification were removed. "I
will follow this closely," said Feinstein. "If reports do not reflect substantial, positive change, we will
know clearly that decertification may be the only course." A similar initiative to exempt Mexico from
certification in 2001 has been introduced by US Rep. Jim Kolbe (R-AZ).
Both the Senate and House initiatives are seen as goodwill gestures to Fox, who has called for the
US to scrap its certification process and replace it with a multilateral anti-drug campaign. Fox's
arguments have received support from Gen. Barry McCaffrey, director of the Office of National
Drug Control Policy. "I could not agree more with President-elect Fox's sentiment. He's calling
for cooperation, not confrontation," McCaffrey told reporters during a trip to Mexico City in
early August. (Sources: The New York Times, 08/09/00; The News, 08/02/00, 08/03/00, 09/05/00; El
Economista, 09/05/00; Copley News Service, 09/08/00; Proceso, 09/03/00, 09/10/00; Associated Press,
08/02/00, 09/01/00, 09/06/00, 09/15/00; El Universal, 09/05/00, 09/12/00, 09/14/00, 09/15/00; Excelsior,
09/07/00, 09/08/00, 09/12/00, 09/15/00; Reuters, 09/17/00; Reforma, 09/01/00, 09/15/00, 09/18/00;
Novedades, 09/05/00, 09/18/00; Milenio, 09/18/00; Excelsior, 09/05/00, 09/19/00; La Jornada, 09/06/00,
09/07/00, 09/12/00, 09/14/00, 09/15/00, 09/18/00, 09/19/00)
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